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to originate on the jungle stumps. The danger of disease
from this source is not past until the stumps have decayed, a
process which may not be completed for many years. One
case has been recorded in which Brown Root disease spread
to tea from stumps of Na (Mesua ferrea) fourteen years old.
The cost of removing all jungle stumps from a new
clearing is generally considered prohibitive, especially in the
case of tea, where the value of one plant is relatively small.
Moreover, though the decay of the stumps must be brought
about by fungi of some kind, it is by no means inevitable
that the fungi which develop on any given stump will be
Hiich as are parasitic on tea. In the majority of cases they
will not be ; and under the present methods of opening
estates the planter accepts the risk. But he should fully
recognise that he does so, and be prepared to carry out ex-
tensive operations against root diseases should they arise.
New clearings should be carefully watched for any appearance
of root disease round decaying stumps, and all cases should
be dealt with promptly and thoroughly. The jungle stump
responsible must be completely extracted and burnt, and
the patch isolated and limed. It is worth while to devote
extra care and attention, to root diseases in new clearings,
and so avoid the necessity of periodical treatment when tlie
tea is mature.
In old tea, the chief source of root disease lies in the
stumps of shade trees which have been felled. Gremllea
robmta is a notorious offender in this respect, and its stumps
very frequently give rise to Ustulma, or, more rarely, to
Brown Root disease. When Grevilleas have to be got rid
of, their stumps should be dug out. Jak (Artooarpus integri-
folw) and Dadap (Erythrina lithosperma) have been found
to serve as a starting-point for Fames ligmsm. Albizzia
fmluecana, is one of the most difficult shade trees to deal
with in connection with root diseases, and one is inclined
to recommend that it should never be planted through tea.
Owing to its rapid growth, it usually gets out of hand in a
few years, and, in certain of the low-country districts of
Ceylon, trees with trunks 4 feet in diameter were formerly
not uncommon in tea. When cut down, its stumps very
generally afford a plate of origin for Ustulina, Diplodia, and
and large numbers of bushes are killed out round
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